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Gentlemen, it is the time of year when formal proceedings must take place. The Annual 
General Meeting 2010 will be held prior to the start of this month’s meeting. You are cordially 
requested to arrive punctually as the AGM will commence at 2.45pm sharp. Below you will 
find Nomination and Voting forms for the Election of Office Bearers   and the end of year 
accounts as prepared by Treasurer John Sawley.  
 
All existing committee members are prepared to stand again for re-election with the 
exception of Jeff Grey who, as advised in our May newsletter, has resigned from his position 
as Secretary. If members wish to nominate anyone, please fill-out the appropriate forms as 
attached and hand over to John Sawley.  
 
And members please note that we will be holding a meeting in July this year, despite 
rumours to the contrary.  
 
By the way, you may notice this month’s newsletter is a little bare-boned. This is a reflection 
of the poor effort by the membership to stand-up and assist. We are still looking for 
members to contribute in some form. We are lucky in that we have a couple of very 
regular contributors – Stephen Chen would be the stand-out – but we need more. Please see 
me at the meeting to offer any form of article; it can be about a recent audio purchase or a 
holiday, a new car, whatever.   
 
On another matter, longstanding member David Cooper is leaving our shores and hauling it 
back to his former home in the UK. David has been a strong supporter and contributor to the 
newsletter (sometimes controversially) and to the society in general. He has been actively 
involved in SIGs and has enthusiastically staged Haberfield presentations on more than one 
occasion. On behalf of the organising committee and membership, I would like to thank 
David Cooper for his membership and support. Have a safe trip David, keep in touch and 
hope we see you again Down Under some time soon. À Bientôt! 
 
Edgar Kramer 

 

I�SIDE THIS ISSUE … 

      ••••     Annual General Meeting starts at 2.45 pm Sharp (and won’t last long) 
      ••••     Fare thee well David Cooper!     
      ••••     Adam Hutnik presents Eminent Technology 
 

From your Editor 



 

 
 

 
 
Adam is Eminent 
 
Adam Hutnik wrote the following short piece as a preview of what will be on display at the 
upcoming June meeting: 
 
“I'm going to demo new speakers from Eminent Technology( I'm the Australian distributor). 
These are very good-sounding almost full range ribbons aided by a small critically-damped 
woofer. They are very room and amplifier friendly. 
  
Having said that, I haven't decided on the amplification but it will possibly be a hybrid 
integrated from Tent Labs or my own prototypes (new design monoblocks and preamp). 
  
The source will possibly be a Tent Labs CD player or my own modified unit. I'll use my own 
cables (something new). 
  
I hope it will be an interesting and entertaining meeting for all.” 
 
We’re looking forward to this meeting which will commence straight after the AGM. 
 
See you there! 
 
 
 

 

VENUE:   Haberfield Community Centre 

                     78-80 Dalhousie Road, Haberfield               
    DATE  :    Sunday, 27

th
 June 2010 

    TIME   :    2.45 pm to 6.00 pm 

This Month’s Meeting 



 
 
 
 

 
 
OTTO’S MAJOR DEMONSTRATION – MAY 2010 REPORT 
 
We should like to thank Otto Major for demonstrating his custom upgraded Quad ESL 57 
Electrostatic Speakers at our May 2010 ASoN meeting. This type of speaker is still not 
exactly common but the ESL 57 does indeed occupy a special place in Hi-Fi folklore. While 
Peter Walker of Quad did not invent the ESL speaker, he made the first commercial full-
range ESL. Earlier patents were, if my memory serves me right, held by Jantzen and 
Kellogg. 
 
They say there is more than one way to bake a cake – or you may think of similar 
analogies. But there is also more than one way to make a loudspeaker. Well, back in those 
days of 1957 not too many would have even thought of electrostatic speakers. Speakers 
were those things made with wire coils and magnets, otherwise known as dynamic 
speakers because they worked like a dynamo-in-reverse. A dynamo is really an electrical 
motor (dyna as in dynamic and mo as in motor), one that driven by electricity or a motor 
that produces electricity as the dynamic motor also works in reverse. For example, hook a 
speaker up to the microphone preamp and speak loudly into it, and presto, you have a 
microphone, albeit not a good one, but a microphone nonetheless. 
 
Then in 1957 a certain English gent we now know as Peter Walker came around with a 
somewhat different idea. Why not use a film with a conductive surface, one that could be 
made much thinner and lighter than a paper cone and make it large enough to be a full-
range ESL. This is where he was first; not just making an ESL, but one that could produce 
a modicum of bass. Low mass would mean faster acceleration and potentially lower 
distortion, and also force driven across the diaphragm rather than the single apex of a 
cone. Instead of using a coil and the dynamo principle, this conductive surface, the 
diaphragm, would move due to an electrostatic force that could be modulated in sympathy 
with the music it reproduces. 
 

Last Month’s Meeting 



What is an electrostatic charge? It is the force created when two closely approximated 
elements (or three when in push-pull mode) are charged by a large separated DC voltage. 
This creates a stationary force with a specific tension between the two in proportion to the 
distance and voltage potential. Vary or modulate one of them and there is a tendency for 
the lighter of the two elements to move accordingly, either away or towards each other. The 
more consistent the charge was over a range of movement, the more it would become 
linear with bass included. 
 
For this reason the speaker Mr. Walker developed ended up with three elements, two 
stationary ones called stators, and in the middle of the stators was a suspended conductive 
film. This meant that electrostatic forces could be applied and the film would move and 
create the sound. Needless to say and this is critical, the two stators needed to have holes, 
lots of holes; otherwise the sound would not get out. Later Otto would realize that this was 
a limitation of the Quads that could be majorly improved (pun intended). For this reason the 
stators can also be called grids.  

 
 
The thickness of the diaphragm and grids has been 
exaggerated for the purpose of illustration. 
 
These are the basic elements of an electrostatic 
speaker. The principle of operation is simple 
enough; the only moving part is the diaphragm. 
We can see the EHT, the Extra High Tension 
typically measured in many thousand volts. A 
step-up transformer then causes the difference 
in the charge to vary. The example shown is 
push-pull as the better electrostatic speakers 
are. The principle would also work with a single 
stator but would quickly become non-linear with 
any significant movement of the diaphragm.  

 
We all know that our own Otto Major (hope he doesn’t mind me saying that) has been a 
long time proponent of electrostatic speakers, especially Peter Walker’s original Quads. 
Indeed I know a number of members over the years who have owned Quads. My own 
memory of first hearing the Quads is notable to me as I heard a stacked pair demonstrated 
by Allen Wright at the old Sydney Showgrounds in 1975, in the building that is now the Fox 
Studio Sound Stage where the Star Wars movies 5 and 6 were shot. That was the first time 
I met Allen – and the Quads made an immediate impression. I did hear that amazing lock-in 
imaging and it was nothing like I had ever heard before. 
 

Otto himself, as he explained, first heard 
the Quads in the 60’s and it has clearly 
been a life long love affair. But Otto’s real 
contribution has been to extend the life of 
these treasured speakers, rebuilding and 
indeed improving them. This now includes 
his own replacement treble panels; these 
are not just improved but also able to take 
more abuse. The old Quads sure could 
arc very easily and be damaged quickly.  
Otto’s version of the Quads had its public 
debut at the Hi-Fi Show, Artarmon Inn  
 



North Shore Hotel in 1982 in the Duratone room. I remember that as I was there. This was 
his Mark 1 treble panel. Later his Mark 2 panel would use brass mesh as the stators – an 
inspired idea. Being open weave we no longer have a limitation on the number of holes. 
We now also know that Stax Electrostatics uses brass mesh too. 
 
Otto did explain that the beaming for which the Quads are famous, or infamous, is indeed 
also an asset. He is not in favour of the modern idea of bending the panels a la Martin 
Logan. The flat ESL cuts outs a huge amount of side reflections and also floor and ceiling 
reflections. This gives the ear a better chance of latching on to the leading edges of the 
music as per the Haas Effect that governs how we perceive delayed and phase shifted 
sounds. In the right listening position this can effectively shut out many defects of the room. 
But it also makes it a one-person-love-affair. 
 

While I have no wish for this 
meeting report to be a review, 
this much was apparent; not too 
many in the room would have 
heard this, but if they had been 
sitting right in the middle in the 
second or third row, the Quads 
were the only speaker I have 
heard in that room that was able 
to largely shut out the room 
effects. This is what Otto was 
getting at. The beaming can often 
overcome these limitations in a 
way that other speakers cannot. 
Our Haberfield exhibition hall has 

so many fuzzy random and long term (time wise) reflections that throws me and makes me 
feel less than likely to make firm comments or pontificate on any judgments of what I hear. 
But when sitting in the right place the Quads did a very good job, better than any other 
speaker I have heard in that room. 
 
So I enjoyed the demonstration very much. It isn’t as if we did not hear any limitations the 
Quads have. Even Otto admits that while improved and also less likely to be damaged 
when playing at higher levels, this is still in my book the Achilles Heel, the lack of upwards 
dynamic range. I had a couple of my own selected songs played and there were moments 
when the demand of that selection of music exposed the lack of headroom. They can only 
go so loud before they show discomfort. But at least Otto’s version does not get destroyed 
when overloaded like the originals did. 
 
But there is a solution that will help a great deal towards the lack of real headroom, stacked 
Quads. Also twice the cost etc, but it also means the Quads can go a lot louder, by about 
6dB. It also extends the bottom end noticeably by reducing front to rear cancellation at low 
frequencies. 
 
I asked Otto how much he charges to upgrade a standard pair of Quads in an already 
reasonable condition. But even when in working order there will be things to get attended 
to, likely in the bass panel. The treble panel is entirely replaced. But it is possible for the 
upgrade hopefully to be around $3000 per pair.  
 
Once again I would like to thank Otto for his efforts over the years and for allowing the 
membership to hear his speakers. The original Quads will always occupy a special place in 
the hearts of many of us. Likewise thanks to Elson Silva for supplying the equipment 
support. I especially liked the high-tech speaker stands. 



 
Joe Rasmussen 
At The Cross Roads 
joeras@vacuumstate.com 
www.customanalogue.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Re the photo: Nikon D700 FF (full frame) Camera with Sigma 12-24mm FF lens. This 
is the widest full frame rectilinear lens available for Nikon and Canon. To see higher 
resolution online, please click this. 
 
 



 
                                           
 
 
 

AUDIOPHILE SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES (INC.) 

Incorporation Registration Number Y2119048 

 

Dear ASoN Member, 

 

The Annual General Meeting will take place at Haberfield on Sunday 27th June 2010 

commencing at 2.45pm.   

 

In preparation for the AGM, we have attached the following three documents for you to 

read prior to the meeting. Please bring these documents with you on the day of the AGM. 

 

1/   The annual accounts for the year ending 31st March 2010. 

 

2/   A nomination form for office bearers for 2010/2011. 

 

3/   A voting form for the election of office bearers for 2010/2011.  

 

As usual, all committee positions will be vacated at the start of the AGM. 

 

All financial members of ASON are invited to attend the AGM and vote for the candidate 

of their choice. Any financial member can nominate themself or another financial member 

for any position on the committee. The nomination form is attached for this purpose. 

 

The attached voting form will only need to be used if there are any nominations from 

members other than the incumbent committee members, all of whom are offering 

themselves for re-election. In the event that there are no other nominations for any of these 

positions, the present committee will automatically be re- elected unopposed without the 

need to go to a vote.  

 

As there may be members nominated for vacant positions other than the incumbent 

committee, do not fill out the voting form until you are advised of those nominations on 

the day of the meeting.  

 

 

                                                                                               Thanks and regards, 

 

                                                                                               Russell Stone 

                                                                                               Secretary of ASoN 

                                                                                               18th April 2010                                                                                                  
 

 
 
 

     AGM NOTICE 



AUDIOPHILE SOCIETY OF �EW SOUTH WALES (I�C) 
Incorporation Registration �umber Y2119048 

 
 

I�COME A�D EXPE�DITURE ACCOU�T 
FOR THE YEAR E�DED 31ST March, 2010 

 

                   $                 $ 
Income:  

 

Membership Fees Received 

 4365 

Expenditure: Hall Rental 1123  

 Public Liability Insurance 959  

 Newsletter Expenses 

Speaker Repairs 

178 

180 

 

 Bank Charges 158  

 Annual Registration fees 

Donations 

Website 

45 

250 

180 

 

 Refreshments & Sundries 405  

       3478 

Surplus for the Year   887 

 

BALA�CE SHEET 
AS AT 31ST MARCH, 2010 

 

    $            $ 
Equipment 

Bank Balance                                           

Hall Deposit                        

1665 

2397 

  300 

Accumulated Funds 

As at 1
st
 April, 2009                                   

 

  

 

3475 

  Surplus for year 887 

 4362  4362 

 

The above financial statements have been prepared from the books and records of the Society and 

have been approved by the committee members. 

 

 

Signed on behalf of the Audiophile Society of New South Whales (Inc) 

 

President Vice President 

 

 

.....................................................  ..................................................  

Richard Wong Elson Silva 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



AUDIOPHILE SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES (INC.) 

Incorporation Registration Number Y2119048 

Nomination Form for Office Bearers for 2010/2011. 

President. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Vice President. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Treasurer. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Social Convenor. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Newsletter Editor. 

Name of candidate :   

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Webmaster. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

New Member Liaison. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Secretary. 

Name of candidate : 

Nominated by         : 

Seconded by            : 

 

Please fill in the name of any financial member who wishes to be nominated for any of the 

above positions. The candidate, nominator and seconder should all sign beside their names 

and bring the completed form to the meeting or post to ASON Unit 5, 31 Lucerne Street, 

Belmore 2192.   



 
AUDIOPHILE SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES (INC.) 

Incorporation Registration Number Y2119048. 

 

Voting Form for the Election of Office Bearers for 2010/2011 

 

President. 

a/   Richard Wong 

b/ 

c/ 

 

 

Vice President. 

a/   Elson Silva 

b/ 

c/ 

 

 

Treasurer. 

a/   Vacant 

b/ 

c/ 

 

 

Social Convenor. 

a/   Henry Lo 

b/ 

c/ 

 

 

Newsletter Editor. 

a/   Edgar Kramer & John Sawley 

b/ 

c/ 

 

 

Webmaster. 

a/   Viren Khatri 

b/  

c/ 

 

 

Secretary. 

a/   Russell Stone  

b/ 

c/ 
 



 

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE    
 
Otto Major has a pair of refurbished Quad ESL57s for sale. He’s asking 
$8000. We have no other details but for more info please contact Otto on 
email: omajor@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provided below is a list of the current members of the Committee and their contact telephone 
numbers. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any of these individuals if you have any 
comments, suggestions, questions, complaints or just want to discuss the latest events in the “hi-fi 
universe”! 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All contents are copyright © by the Audiophile Society of New South Wales (Inc.) unless otherwise 
specified. Articles with our copyright may be reprinted provided credit is given to the source and a 
copy of publication containing the article is sent to the Society’s Editor. 
 
Opinions expressed in this issue are those of the individual contributors. They do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Audiophile Society of New South Wales (Inc.), its office bearers or members. 
The Audiophile Society of New South Wales (Inc.) shall not endorse or criticise any product, service, 
retailer or manufacturer, and shall actively discourage and dispute any such action. 
 

Contributions for each issue of “Audio & Music Newsletter” should reach the Editor no later than the 
15th of the month. The deadline is intended to enable the newsletter to be released at least a week 
before the scheduled meeting.  

Contributions can be emailed to edkramer@bigpond.com  or  johnsawley@staccounting.com.au 

 

President  
& Meeting Coordinator  

 

Richard Wong 
Ph: 9972 7139 

Vice President  
& Technical Advisor 

Elson Silva 
Ph: 8065 8411 
 

Public Officer 
& Secretary 

 
 
 

Newsletter 
Chief Editor 

Edgar Kramer 
Mob: 0408 444 958 
 

Treasurer 
& Newsletter Editor 

John Sawley 
Ph: 9545 2478 
 

Webmaster 
 

Viren Khatri 
Mob: 0412 830 836 
 

Social Convenor Henry Lo 
Mob: 0412 416 263 
 

Committee Members - Contact Numbers  


